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Dear Members & Friends,  

It has been a difficult time over the past 3  months 

and world situations have been hitting us hard. The 

events in Paris and the seemingly weekly tragedies 

happening here at home make for a very dismal 

picture .  

Coupled with all this we  have our own very sad news . 

In September Kerry Schmitz passed away. He was 

very active in the MBF and served on the Board of 

Directors in various capacities as a Board M ember, 

Vice Commissioner and Commissioner from the late 

80õs to the end of the 90õs. This was just a small 

portion of his life and was dwarfed by his work for 

the òSpecial Olympics of Northern Californiaó Kerry is 

remembered on page 25.  

Then we had the tragic news that our Commish, Gene 

Rittburg passed away in November. Gene had gui ded 

the MBF for the past 10 years and his fellow Board 

Members cannot believe that he is no longer with us. 

Our sympathy goes out to his family and especially to 

his wife and best friend, Wanda , during this difficult 

time.  

Gene life will be remembered at S t. Andrews 

Presbyterian Church, 1601 Mary Drive,  Pleasant Hill, 

on January 23
rd

 at 10.00am.  

The link below is an interview which featured Gene  

and vi deoed by one of our members , John Todor .    

https://youtu.be/xlac -YJyfsQ 

 

As we come to the festive season I ask you all to 

remember thos e who are no longer with us and 

maybe by enjoying òThe Gameó that both Kerry & 

Gene devoted so much of their time organizing, then 

their time associated with òYour Clubó was well spent. 

         

 

Commish Gene Rittburg  

 
Althou gh t his has been a sad few months  for the MBF  

we also must have some room for laugh er. The link to 

a humorous bocce video was sent in by Jo hn Rizzotti. 

Click on link . Click Here:-----  Bocce  
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https://www.facebook.com/468116413235022/videos/vb.468116413235022/966755543371104/?type=2&theater


2 
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Martinez Bocce Federation Calendar & Events   

If you are interested in using the Clubõs facilities in 2016 , please email the MBF for available 

reservations . From time to time we will li st tournaments and events outside of the MBF.  

All events held at our c lub will be highlighted.

May 28           Big C Athletic Club                    Bianca Olson 
June 4            Italian Club                                Dave Nardi 
June 18          Martinez Rotary                         Jerry Telles 
June 25          Tentatively Les Schwab Tires   Doreen Bagno 
August 27       Italian Club                                Dave Nardi 

JB Services (Since 1972) 

4960 Blum Road, Martinez, Ca 94553  

925-370-1775 email jbservs@aol.com  
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Indoor Bocce in Martinez   

 
Well it happened. The first balls of competitive indoor le ague bocce were rolled  at the NorCal courts  on Tuesday , 

December 1
st
 at 6.30pm and we hope that this will jus t  streng then the tradition of òBocceó in Martinez that has 

grown over the past 40 years.  

 

We eventually had 63 teams sign u p for the league, 42 even ing and 21 

Senior morning teams and some 500 plus members.  

 

The breakdown of the divisions is as follows: - 

 

Tuesday, òAó & òBó division. 

Wednesday , òAó mixed & òBó division. 

Thursday , 2 òBó divisions òB1 & B2ó                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                         

Wednesday Senior Mornings , òSAó division mixed. 

Thursday Senior Mornings , 2 òBó divisions òSB1 & SB2ó. 

 

Thanks to all players and to those who offered help in getting this project 

underway.  

 

FACEBOOK 

NorCal Courts have set up a  Facebook page for their  leisure activities . The link below will  take you to there .  

https://www.facebook.com/sportsatnorcalcourts 

 
òLikeó the site and keep in touch with all the news. 

 

NorCal website is: -                 www.bocceball.norcalcourts.com  
 

 

 

If you have any questions please write toêêêêêêê. vicdelpine@martinezboccefederation.com  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sportsatnorcalcourts
http://www.bocceball.norcalcourts.com/
mailto:vicdelpine@martinezboccefederation.com
http://all-free-download.com/free-photos/download/merry_christmas_isolated_200356.html
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 SMOKING IS PROHIBITED  
 

                                
     
As our  league continues to grow each year so do the 

problems associated with this growth.  

Everyone needs to remember that this is a family 

sport and must be treated as such.  

 

Smoking is prohibited per Martinez City Ordinance 

and it is incorporated  in the Rules of the Martinez 

Bocce Federation.  

 

The link below will take you to the website and the 

Rules section.  

 
http://www.martinezboccefederation.org/docs/BocceRules2014.pdf   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI3b2JmFz8YCFYkziAod29cIYg&url=http://www.mydoorsign.com/no-smoking-signs&ei=Au6eVY1SieegBNuvo5AG&bvm=bv.96952980,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNG_dGpV_i4XH0hf-7w91zvAQG-RCg&ust=1436565364309746
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Haginõs Automotive 

 

 

 

Andy, Cathy and all the staff at  Haginõs Automotive invite you to bring 

your car into their Alhambra Avenue location for a òFREEó 

complimentary 21 point inspection.  Simply mention the òMartinez 

Bocce Federationó.  

Visit them on the web at  http://www.haginsauto.com  

 
 

      
 

No Coupon required .         925-228-5115 

 

http://www.haginsauto.com/index.php
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Reflections on this 

yearõs MBF Final Four , 

Saturday , 10/10 . 
 

Once again the standard & skill level 

ever increases and while in 

conversation with  fellow board 

member, Al Surges, he commented on 

a òCó league matchup and remarked 

how the level o f play would keep any 

òAó or òBó teams worthy of the 

contest. He completely echoed my 

tho ughts and  the standard of play has 

increased year over year and that the 

margins between the òAó, òBó & òCó 

leagues is continually edging closer.  

 

A worthwhile observation made when 

the results of the last 8 had played in 

the òAó division was that êêêê.. 

êêêêêê. irrespective of whether 

or not your team was lucky, whether 

or not the breaks were for or against 

you or whether your team did or did 

not get the rub of the oyster sh ell, the 

final four teams also came top of their 

respective days for the season.  

 

And one final noteêê..êêê.I was 

watching  a group of kids, Iõm sure 

theyõll forgive me for classifying them 

as òkidsó, sporting Golden State 

Warriors jerseys, having a good t ime 

but also very focused and intent on 

their game. Well, they finally won 

through and took the òCó league 

championship crown.  

 

I was prompted to ask them their ages 

and had replies of 17, 22, 23 & 30. It is 

so encouraging to see the youth of 

the MBF comin g through  like this. 

Congratulations to their team 

òM.B.A,ò and all the òTeamsó in the 

Final Four .  

 

Also a special congrats to Team òABAó 

and òMainly Greeksó who came 1st & 

2nd in th e òAó division and 

represent ed the MBF in the Contra 

Costa County Champio nships held on 

October 17 thêêêêê Vic Delpine.  

 

Full results and photos of the event 

follow sêêêêêêêêêêê.  

Photo credits, Billy Kintana.   
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2015 MBF Final Four Resul ts 
 

             A Division  

              1
st
 ABA 

2
nd

 Mainly Greeks  

3
rd

 Bocce By Tate 

4
th

 Fine Line 

 

B Division   

1
st
 Weõre In There 

2
nd

 CIA 

3
rd

 Drunken Deboccery  

4
th

 Great Balls Of Fire  

 

C Division  

                      1
st
 NBA 

2
nd

 You Wanna Bocce  

3
rd

 Pallinos  

4
th

 Long Shots  
 

 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/clip_art/christmas-bell-02.gif
http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/clip_art/image1.gif
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